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tors of a fifteenth, which, he says, the archbishops, bishops,
abbots, priors, earls, barons, and others of the realm had
granted him. The aid ' pur fille marier * was not exacted at
this time, nor for several years after : it was paid in 1302.
It would seem, then, that this fifteenth was accepted by the
king instead of it, probably in consequence of some action
taken by the Commons in July. He himself was at Clipston
throughout the month of October, and the Rolls of Parliament
record a session of parliament there a month after Michaelmas,
but there is no evidence to show that he was attended by the
Commons. The clergy, assembled in provincial council at Ely
on the 2nd of October, supplemented the lay grant by a vote of
a tenth of spirituals. The king's writ for the collection of the
fifteenth has no reference to the grant of the tenth, which was
indeed later in point of time, although it may have been asked
for in July. The importance of these events consists in the
facts that, at this date, the presence of the representatives of
the shires was not regarded as necessary for legislation ; that
the magnates still regarded themselves as competent to make
a grant on the knight's fee for the whole community, without
the presence of the Commons ; and that notwithstanding, the
subsequent consent of the shires was demanded of their repre-
sentatives, and in consequence, we may infer, of their action,
a change in the character of the aid was effected. The his-
torians appear to have thought that the aid was granted in
gratitude for the expulsion of the Jews, a measure determined
on in the May session.

The enactment of the statute Quia Emptores without the
presence of the Commons is consistent with the proceedings
in the case of the aid. It, as well as the aid, affected the land-
owners only. There would be no occasion to consult the cities
or boroughs on such a point ; but that it should be enacted
without the assent of the knights of the shire shows distinctly
that the king, either alone or with the counsel and consent of
the barons, was at this moment held competent to legislate